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Dear Lyons Mill Families, 
 

The week of May 2-6 is Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week.  We are 
extremely fortunate to have so many outstanding staff members at 
Lyons Mill Elementary School. We will be celebrating all of our staff 
members during the week so please take a few minutes to send a note of 
thanks to your child’s teachers.  Thank you to our PTA who is 
sponsoring a luncheon on Friday, May 6, 2016. 
 

Partnership of Assessment for Readiness of College and Careers (PARCC) 
testing begins on Monday, May 2nd. Grades 3, 4 & 5 students will be 
taking these mandatory assessments during the month of May. Therefore 
school visitation will be limited due to mandatory state testing.  Visitors 
will be limited to the main office during school hours. BCPS Policy & Rule 
1240 Community Relations:  Community Involvement defines 
“procedures for the time, place, and manner by which persons visit the 
schools.” In accordance with this Policy & Rule, classroom visits and 
conferences by parents and other authorized individuals must be 
arranged with the classroom teacher prior to coming to the school.   

On Tuesday, April 19, 2016, the Board of Education approved the last 
day of school for all Baltimore County Public Schools students.  The last 
day of school is Friday, June 17, 2016.  This day is a half-day for all 
elementary school students. 
 

Our closing ceremony for our fifth grade students is scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at New Town High School in the evening. 
More details will be sent home with our fifth grade students. 
 

Mrs. Maralee Clark 

Principal 
 

 
May 2-17 
PARCC Testing Grades 3-5 
 

May 2-16 
Rita’s Lids Sales 
 

Tuesday, May 3 
 PTA Nominating Committee  
 5:15 p.m. Gym 
 

Tuesday, May 3 
Night of Innovation 
Pizza & Water 5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
Program starts at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 11 
Lyons Mill’s Library Event 
Public Library 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, May 16 
Kindergarten Conference Day 
No School for Kindergarten Students 
 

Tuesday, May 24 
Showcase Night: Spring Concert 
 

Friday, May 27 
Grade 5 Sports Day 
 

Monday, May 30 
Memorial Day - Schools Closed 
 
 

 

 

http://woodholmees.bcps.org/
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May 2–17: PARCC Testing for Grades 3, 4 & 5 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 Grade 3 Math 

 

3 Grade 3 Math 

   Grade 4 Reading 

 

4  

No Testing 

5 Grade 3 Math 

   Grade 4 Reading 

 

6 Grade 3 Math 

   Grade 4 Reading 

 

9 Grade 5 Math 

   Grade 4 Math 

 

10 Grade 5 Math 

     Grade 4 Math 

 

11 Grade 5 Math 

     Grade 4 Math 

 

12 Grade 5 Math 

     Grade 4 Math 

 

13 Grade 3 Reading 

     Grade 5 Reading 

16 Grade 3 Reading 

     Grade 5 Reading 

 

17 Grade 3 Reading 

     Grade 5 Reading 

 

18 

Make-Ups 

 

19 

Make-Ups 

 

20 

Make-Ups 

 

It is that time of year when students take the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 
(PARCC) Assessment. Our students have prepared for the assessment throughout this school year. Please 
make sure that your child gets a good night sleep, eats a well-balanced breakfast and arrives to school each 
morning on time.  All students should arrive to school by 8:45 a.m. All students must participate in testing. 
Students missing any portion of the test will be required to participate in make-up testing.  

 

Test Taking Tips: Mathematics 

As we gear up for standardized testing this May, your child(ren) may feel overwhelmed by testing. 

Try the following, to help your child be successful on the test! 

1) Get a good night’s sleep. Students who are tired don’t perform as well as students who have 

gotten a good night’s sleep.  

2) Tell your child to take a deep breath and not get overwhelmed by the test. Encourage your child 

to go through the test and answer all of the questions that they do know, and then go back to 

the questions they are not sure about.  

3) Encourage your child to persevere and not give up if some of the questions seem challenging. If 

students take their time and work through each question, there is a good chance that they will 

get the question right!  

4) Remind your child that math explanations do not have to be all words. Explanations can be as 

simple as showing the work your child did to arrive at an answer.  

5) Tell your child to re-read each question carefully, so that key words are not missed that could 

help with solving the problem.  

6) Encourage your child to use the scrap paper provided. Even though the test is online, your 

child still needs to work out the problem and scrap paper is a great place to do it! 

 Going over these tips each and every day can ensure that your child(ren) will do their best!  

 
Tuesday, May 24, 2016: Showcase Night & Spring Concert News 

 
The first ever Lyons Mill Elementary School Spring Concert is Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.  The 

Spring Concert will feature the Dance Team, Jazz/Pop Band, String Orchestra, Concert Band, A Cappella 

Group and Fifth Grade Chorus.  Parents of fifth grade students and dance team members received a detailed 

concert letter. Mark your calendar today and don't miss this musical extravaganza featuring our talented 

students as well as a showcase evening with our student clubs! 
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Rita’s Grade 3 Fundraiser Results 

 
Thank you to all of the Lyons Mill Elementary families who 
supported our fundraiser last Monday, April 25th at Rita’s of 
New Town Village. The line was so long that Mr. Costa, Rita’s 
owner, extended the time slot until 8 p.m. We appreciate Mr. 
Costa’s business partnership with our Lyons Mill Explorer 
community! The third grade raised $350 in scoop night 
proceeds and $315 in raffle sales! 

 
 

Spanish News for Grade 4 Families 
 
¡Hola!  Me llamo Señorita Chupnick, y soy la maestra de español en Lyons Mill 
Elementary.  We have officially completed the 4th grade curriculum.  We are now 
going to start reviewing everything we learned from the beginning of the year with 
some interactive activities and by applying what we have learned through 
conversation.  Students will be taking an oral and a written exam so that we can 
track the growth of each student.  There is nothing on either of the exams that we 
didn’t learn in class, and there was more reinforcement and extra knowledge 
learned on Middlebury that students can use on either exam.  I assure you that no matter where your child is 
on Middlebury, he/she can still be successful on the exams provided he/she participated in class.  In the 
month of April, we learned about animals and can describe them using colors, body parts, and habitats.   
 
Now that we have been through all units in the 4th grade curriculum, students should be able to have 
conversations in Spanish and should be able to ask and answer the following: How are you?; What is your 
name?; How old are you?; When is your birthday?; What is your favorite color?; Who lives in your house?; 
How many ________ do you have? (talking about family members); How do you describe yourself? 
(physical and personality characteristics); What do you like to do?; What is your favorite sport?; What do 
you like to do when it’s ________? (weather); What do you like to do in the ______? (seasons); Where 
are you going?; What is he/she wearing?; What do you want to be in the future? (professions); Where do 
you want to go when it’s _______ (weather); Where do you want to go to _______ (activities); What is 
your favorite animal; How would you describe a ________ (animal); Where does a _________ (animal) 
live?.  Although the sentence structure is still a bit basic, students now have a plethora of topics about which 
to talk in order to have a mini conversation.  Please keep in mind that although students will not receive a 
report card grade, their progress is still monitored, and they will be taking an end of the year test to see how 
much they learned. 
PARENTS:  The Spanish online Middlebury program, which is a supplement to the in-person lessons, can 
be accessed at home 24/7. You must log on to the internet through GOOGLE CHROME.  All you need to 
do is go to BCPS One.  Your child will use his/her BCPS One username and password to access the program.   
Students must go IN ORDER through the program and cannot skip around on Middlebury.  Missions are 
completed after every 4 units.  Please don’t complete anything FOR your child, but feel free to work WITH 
your child.  It is NOT an obligation at all to do Spanish at home.  Time is given in school daily & weekly to 
complete everything.  In addition, Google and other programs should NOT be used to translate or complete 
their missions.  It is for me to see their application of what they learned in Middlebury and in class.    It is 
self-paced, so your child will acquire and apply the new Spanish knowledge at his/her own pace. 
If you have any questions, please contact me at ichupnick@bcps.org or through BCPS One e-mail (search for 
Chupnick….I’m the only one). 
 
I am looking forward to our next adventures in Spanish class (las aventuras en la clase de español) as we 
continue learning at Lyons Mill! All grade 5 students for the 2016-2017 school year will have Spanish as a 
special area class once a week.  
¡Hasta luego! Srta. Chupnick  

mailto:ichupnick@bcps.org
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Congratulations Safe Racer Winners  

& STEM Fair Winners 
 

The 2016 BCPS STEM Fair will 
be held on Saturday, May 14, 
2016 at Parkville High School. 
Our 3rd graders participated in 
our Lyons Mill competition on 
Monday, April 25, 2016 to 
determine the winning Safe 
Racer team – Golden Explorers. 
Our Safe Racer winners, Kelsey 
Coley, Joleia Wallace, Sam Paule, 
Jeremiah Lee, and Ugochi Uradu 
will compete at 10:00 a.m. at the 

BCPS STEM Fair. Lyons Mill’s STEM Fair competition was held in 
January. Getting ready to compete are our 4th grade winner, Yashwanth 
Kumar and our 5th Grade winner, Chandler Elias. The BCPS STEM Fair 
judging starts at 1:00 p.m. Please feel free to join us as we support our 
Explorers! 

School Nurse News 

Happy Spring! As the school year starts to come to a close, here are some 
end of year items for you. 

Incoming Kindergarten Students- If you have a child that will be 
entering Kindergarten at Lyons Mill Elementary for the 16-17 school year, it 
is not too early to register your child. Please contact Ms. Vaughn or Ms. 
Nolley in the main office 410-887-1719 to set up an appointment for your 
child. They will provide you with the necessary paperwork needed to 
register. It is very important to have your child's up to date immunization 
record. If you have any questions about the necessary health records needed 
to register, please feel free to contact me at 410-887-6758.  

Fifth Graders- We are sorry to see you leave Lyons Mill but excited for 
your next step as a Middle School student. Your child's health file will be 
forwarded to the middle school. The only requirement will be a new Health 
Inventory. I will be forwarding a copy of the health inventory that needs to 
be completed and it can be returned to your child's new school. If you have 
any questions about the necessary health records for middle school, please 
feel free to contact me.  

All Lyons Mill Students- If you have medication in the health suite, a 
letter will be sent home with the instructions on how to pick up your child's 
medication. If your child will need medication for the next school year, I will 
be including a new form for your healthcare provider to complete. If you 
have any questions about the pick-up policy for medications or having 
medications in school, please feel free to contact me.  

I am wishing you and your family a happy and safe summer! 

School Hours 
 

 School hours 8:30 a.m.- 3:30 

p.m.  (Students may enter the 

building at 8:30 a.m.) 

 Arrival 8:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. 

 There is no supervision for any 

child dropped off before 8:30 

a.m.  Unsupervised students 

are not permitted on school 

grounds prior to 8:30 a.m.  

Students must arrive in their 

classrooms before the 8:45 

a.m. bell. 

 Homeroom begins at 8:45 a.m. 

 Dismissal 3:15 p.m. to 3:30 

p.m. 

 
Office Hours 

 
 Office hours 8:15 a.m.- 4:15 

p.m. 

 

 Student contact information 

forms for your child must be 

updated. This information is 

provided to classroom teachers 

and is used by our main office. 

 

 If your child arrives to school 

late or leaves school early for 

any reason, please report to 

the main office. Parents are 

required to sign students 

in/out in the main office. 

 

 If your child forgets materials 

necessary for the school day, 

these should be dropped off in 

the office.  Please make sure 

items are clearly marked with 

your child’s name. 
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Lyons Mill Counselor Connection 

Happy May! With PARCC testing in full gear, the following are tips for supporting your child during PARCC 

testing:  

• Encourage your child to think positive thoughts like “I can do this!” 
• Give compliments for effort. 
• Go over the test-taking tips with your child.  
• Adequate rest makes a difference! Make sure your child goes to bed at a reasonable time. 
• Nutrition also influences how well children do on tests; a good breakfast is important.  Please 

encourage your child to eat a good breakfast. Students always have the option to buy breakfast at 
school.  

• Your child should wear comfortable clothing for long test-taking sessions. 
• Help your child learn how to relax. Some find it helps to take a few deep breaths before starting 

the test; others like to imagine a peaceful place like the beach.   
• Encourage your child to use the strategies taught at Lyons Mill. 

Attention Parents of Fifth Graders: Baltimore County Public Schools is offering two voluntary summer 

programs designed to provide remedial assistance for students currently enrolled in grade 5.  If your child has 

been recommended, you will receive a letter and an enrollment form the week of May 9, 2016. If you decide 

your child will attend, you must complete the enrollment form and submit it to the Office of Educational 

Options no later than Friday, June 3, 2016.  The address for the Office of Educational Options is 105 W. 

Chesapeake Avenue, Towson, MD  21204.  

Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or concerns. 
Mr. Franklin, School Counselor, 443-809-6709, hfranklin@bcps.org 

Fifth Grade Residency Verification Information  

According to PS 5150, all students transitioning from Grade 5 to 6 will be required to verify residency prior 
to the start of the 2016-2017 school year.  Students enrolled as homeless, shared domicile, or students in 
state-supervised care are exempt from this process since they are verified annually.  Transition Year 
Residency Verification letters will be mailed home by Friday, May 6, 2016 and all requested documents 
are due to Lyons Mill before July 1.  
Verification of residency requires at least five (5) original documents from the parent/guardian including: 

 photo identification  

 deed/lease, or other acceptable document listed in Policy and Rule 5150  

 three pieces of business mail or documentation dated within sixty (60) days of the date submitted.   

 All documents must reflect the same address.  
For your convenience, school personnel will be available to verify residency between the hours of 8:45 
a.m. and 3:15 p.m.  Please be advised that failure to provide transition year residency verification will 
result in the withdrawal of your child.  Thank you for your cooperation in updating your residency to ensure 
compliance with Baltimore County Public Schools’ Board Policy and Rule 5150. 

Are You Moving? 

If you have moved, please make sure you notify us immediately. If you do not notify us within 15 days 

of moving then you are considered to be fraudulently enrolled. It is important for the school to 

have the most up-to-date information concerning your children in the event of an emergency. Even if you 

switch apartments in the same development, you must re-register. Any changes to email addresses or phone 

numbers need to be reported. Please contact our main office 410-887-1719 with any questions. 

mailto:hfranklin@bcps.org
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Kindergarten Registration 

Students are eligible to be registered for kindergarten if they turn 5 years old on or prior 

to September 1, 2016. Lyons Mill Elementary School will host our second Kindergarten 

Round-Up on Thursday, June 2, 2016. Please complete the attached form and return to 

the main office by Friday, May 20, 2016. Please share this information with any neighbors or friends who reside in 

the Lyons Mill Elementary School zone. Please call the main office at 410-887-1719 to place your name on the list. 
  

Kindergarten Pre-Registration Form 2016-2017  

Please return the completed form in person or by email to Lyons Mill Elementary by Friday, May 20, 2016. You will receive a 

phone call or email to pick up your registration packet at Lyons Mill. Your registration packet will also include your appointment 

time for Thursday, June 2, 2016. If you have any questions, please email Ms. Nolley at snolley@bcps.org or Ms. Vaughn at 

svaughn@bcps.org or call 410-887-1719.  

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY OR TYPE 

Place an X in all boxes which apply to your situation. 

Child’s Full 

Name:  
 

Birth 

Date:   
 Sex:    Male       Female 

Mother’s/Guardian’s Name:     

Home Phone:  
Work 

Phone: 
 

Cell Phone:   
Email 

Address: 
 

Father’s/Guardian’s Name:    

Home Phone:  
Work 

Phone: 
 

Cell Phone:   
Email 

Address: 
 

Parent’s Guardian’s Home Address (Where the child is residing): 

Street 

Address: 
 

City:  State:  Zip:  

Residency Information:  Rent  Own  Other  

If your name does not appear on the lease or deed, please mark “Other”. 

With whom does the child reside?  Mother  Father  Other:  

Do you have legal custody of this child?  Yes  No  Other:  

Do you have any court documents concerning this child?  No  Yes (If yes, we need a copy.) 

Is a language other than English spoken in the home?  No  Yes (language):   

mailto:snolley@bcps.org
mailto:svaughn@bcps.org
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Pre-Kindergarten Registration 

 
Students may be eligible to be registered for Pre-Kindergarten if they turn 4 years old on or prior to 
September 1, 2016. Lyons Mill Elementary School will host a Pre-Kindergarten Screening Program on 
Tuesday, June 7, 2016. Please complete the attached pre-registration form and return to the main office by 
Friday, May 20, 2016. Lyons Mill Elementary does not have a Pre-Kindergarten program. Students who are 
eligible will be referred to the Early Childhood Office for placement. Please share this information with any 
neighbors or friends who reside in the Lyons Mill Elementary School zone. If you have any questions, please 
email Ms. Nolley at snolley@bcps.org or Ms. Vaughn at svaughn@bcps.org or call 410-887-1719.  

 

 

mailto:snolley@bcps.org
mailto:svaughn@bcps.org
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